Water Law Review
Volume 10

Issue 1

Article 24

9-1-2006

Douglas S. Kenney, ed., In Search of Sustainable Water
Management: International Lessons for the American West and
Beyond
Tomi L. Hanson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.du.edu/wlr

Custom Citation
Tomi L. Hanson, Book Note, Douglas S. Kenney, ed., In Search of Sustainable Water Management:
International Lessons for the American West and Beyond, 10 U. Denv. Water L. Rev. 164 (2006).

This Book Notes is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Denver Sturm College of Law at
Digital Commons @ DU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Water Law Review by an authorized editor of Digital
Commons @ DU. For more information, please contact jennifer.cox@du.edu,dig-commons@du.edu.

WATER LA W REVIEW

Volume 10

operation," Mark Lubell focuses on two aspects of public learning: factors that determine stakeholders' views on the effectiveness of water
management policies, as well as factors that determine participation in
water management activities. Connie P. Ozawa, in "Putting Science in
its Place," addresses the fact that what qualifies as the best science is
often contested and that even the best science will not end disputes.
Further, Ozawa suggests ways to incorporate science that hold promise
for sustainable decision-making. In "Linking Science and Public
Learning: An Advocacy Coalition Perspective," Paul Sabatier considers
the challenges of scientific learning, the design process, and the critical link between scientific and public learning. Notably, Sabatier cautions that "while the propositions supporting collaborative conflict
resolution institutions may be intuitively appealing, the scientific analysis of those propositions is still in its infancy." In "Restructuring State
Institutions: The Limits of Adaptive Leadership," Paul J. Quirk argues
that state leaders have overlooked limitations of the ad hoc deliberative
processes. Quirk asserts that "Florida's water governance system has
come to depend on extraordinary feats of negotiation," and thus, the
state has not established the necessary policy and administrative conditions for local and regional water managers to design effective decision
processes. In the final article of Part Three, "Incentives and Adaptation," Lawrence S. Rothenberg adds two significant insights. The first
is that when adaptive governance depends on adding or amending
bureaucratic administrative structures, public policy will likely change
only incrementally, as institutional and statutory systems are constraining. Second, when adaptive governance relies on conventional administrative structures as engines of change, thought must be given to what
will keep relevant stakeholders committed to the process.
C. CONCLUSION

Scholz and Stiftel realize that adaptive governance processes will
not fully resolve all conflicts, but "where they work well, these processes
create spaces where adversaries can explore together and develop
agreements that leave them better off." This book is ideal for those
who enjoy interdisciplinary works and are interested in learning more
about the role and promise of collaboration and adaptive governance
in resolving complex water conflicts.
Kathleen Potter
Douglas S. Kenney, Ed., In Search of Sustainable Water Management: International Lessons for the American West and Beyond,
Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, Cheltenham, UK (2005); 185pp;
$85.00; ISBN 1-84376-944-1; hardcover.

Issue I

BOOK NOTES

In Search of Sustainable Water Management: InternationalLessons for the
American West and Beyond synthesizes and expands upon the University
of Colorado's Natural Resources Law Center's 2002 annual western
water conference. The conference, featuring presenters and panelists
from around the world, demonstrated that nations can learn feasible
and worthwhile water management lessons from one another. This
book includes submissions and materials from key presenters at the
conference.
The first chapter, Water Policy and Cultural Exchange: Transferring
Lessons from Around the World to the Western United States, written by James
L. WescoatJr., discusses the dramatic expansion of water management
lessons and the dissemination of water management comparisons during the past century. The first part of the chapter contains a historical
overview of the development, research, and policy changes in western
water management since the 1860s. The second part of the chapter
explains the four conceptual approaches to transferring water management lessons: (1) comparative theory, (2) diffusion of innovations,
(3) social learning and social movements, and (4) legal transplants.
The chapter concludes with propositions for transferring water management practices from across the globe to the western United States.
The second chapter, Roles for the Public and PrivateSectors in Water Allocation: Lessons from Around the World, written by Charles W. Howe and
Helen Ingram, addresses the institutional water allocation systems in
both the public and private sector. The chapter begins with a discourse on balancing the responsibilities, capabilities, and roles of the
public and private sectors. The second section of the chapter contains
case studies from Australia, Latin America, Europe, and South Asia.
The last section of the chapter consists of general lessons and recommendations on how to adapt and implement managerial and institutional changes from the case studies to water allocations in the western
United States.
The third chapter, IntegratingEnvironmental and Other Public Values
in Water Allocation and Management Decisions, written by David H.
Getches and Sarah B. Van de Wetering, concerns the integration of
environmental and public values into water allocation and management decisions. The first portion of the chapter reviews issues in the
western United States dealing with protecting public values within a
system of private rights. The second portion describes international
case studies from Australia, South Africa, and China. The third portion
discusses the case studies and the western United States in the context
of environmental concerns, property rights, market mechanisms, and
external influences on water policy reform.
The fourth chapter, ProtectingIndigenous Rights and Interests in Water,
also written by David H. Getches and Sarah B. Van de Wetering, focuses on protecting indigenous rights and interests in water. The
chapter begins with a discussion of indigenous rights under the federal
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system in the United States. The chapter next moves to the rights of
indigenous people in Australia and South Africa. The chapter ends
with a discussion of several international law agreements that provide
protection for indigenous people.
The fifth chapter, Transboundary Water Conflicts and Cooperation,
written by Aaron T. Wolf, is a discourse on transboundary water conflicts and cooperation. The chapter covers transboundary disputes
over international waters between United States and Canada, United
States and Mexico, and interstate rivers in light of the North American
Free Trade Agreement. The second section of the chapter focuses on
conflict and cooperation. The case studies in the second section include: the Mekong River Basin of southeast Asia, the Okavango River
in southern Africa, and the West Bank. The chapter ends with three
lessons for the western United States. The lessons include flexible solutions based on need, expanding water as a political issue, and coming up with institutions for ongoing coordination and cooperation between nations.
The sixth chapter, Sustainability and the Future of Western Water Law,
written by Lakshman Guruswamy and A. Dan Tarlock, addresses the
future of western water law and sustainability. The first section of the
chapter explains the challenges in addressing western water problems.
The chapter defines and discusses the importance of sustainable development. After sustainable development, the chapter explains the
need for integrated water resources management. The United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development and the World Summit
on Sustainable Development both rearticulated the three reinforcing
pillars of integrated water resources management: (1) economic development, (2) social development, and (3) environmental protection.
The fourth section gives a historical backdrop for the concept of Integrated Watershed Management in the United States and stemming
from Integrated Watershed Management, the evolving concept of Unified River Basin Management. The fifth and final part of the chapter
discusses the practicalities and legal challenges of implementing a
comprehensive approach measured by the traditional standards of
available and beneficial use and sustainable development.
The editor concludes that the western United States is beginning to
see the need for a more comprehensive approach to water management systems. Emerging and evolving concepts show potential for a
more comprehensive approach. The editor believes the United States
is progressing toward legal and political discourse regarding the challenges involved with adopting such a comprehensive approach.
Tomi Hanson

